
	

Glossary of Terms 

 

• Acid Burn - If Mountboard that is made from wood pulp fibers has naturally occurring 

acids and lignin, and these materials are not chemically treated, the acid will 'leak' onto 

the artwork. This 'leaking' is called acid burn and manifests itself in the yellowing and 

brittleness of the paper. Although chemically treated wood pulp matting and backing 

board will slow this process, to eliminate it, it is often best to use a 100% cotton based 

product. Since cotton is naturally acid free, it will not damage any artwork 

• Acid free - All of our mountboards are acid free. This makes them suitable for 

conservation framing. 

• Acid corrosion - In the old days picture framers used to use materials which could end 

up doing more good than bad to your pictures. When you consider the main purpose of 

a picture frame is to preserve and protect this isn't very good! 

• Acrylic Glazing – This has all the advantages of glass but does not shatter or break as 

easy. 

• Bevelled Edge - Usually used in reference to the inner edge of a mount, with varying 

bevel angles. 

• Blackcore - A type of mountboard which when cut has a black core (bevelled, inside 

edge). 

• Backing Board - any type of board from MDF, Hardboard to Conservation board that 

forms the back of your picture frame. 

• Barrier Board - A type of conservation board which slots into the back of the frame to 

protect the item inside. 

• Burnishing Bone - A burnishing bone is a small tool used in the framing industry. It has 

many purposes, but its main purpose is for fine finishing the rough edges caused by a 

cutting knife. It is also used to make creases in adhesive tapes and paper. The 

advantage of using a burnishing bone in such cases is that it does not cause the paper to 

lose its shininess. They are available in various sizes. 

• Box Frame - Box frames are made to accommodate 3D items. 

• Canvas Box – See Floater frame 

• Chop Service - mouldings chopped to specified lengths. 

• Conservation Framing - The act of preserving, guarding, or protecting the item in a safe 

or entire state within a picture frame. 

• Depth - The measurement from the front of an item to the back. 



	
• Dimension - The magnitude of something in a particular direction (especially length or 

width or height) 

• Double Mount - Often more than one mountboard is used in a frame. Double mounts 

are used to highlight a color in a work of art and focus the viewers eye toward the 

artwork. 

• Extrusion - This is the manufacturing process which is used to make metal frames. The 

aluminum is heated until it becomes liquid. At this point, the molten aluminum is forced 

by pressure though a special die which provides a desired shape. Once the aluminum 

cools, it is heat treated to make it hard (to prevent bending and chipping) and then 

covered with several layers of primer and high quality paint. 

• Floater Frame - This is a type of frame first introduced to the marketplace in the late 

1990's. It is a frame into which a canvas is placed from the front and attached from the 

back. A small gap, perhaps 1/8" or 1/4" of an inch is left between the canvas and the 

frame lip. The floater frame derives its name from the fact that the canvas appears to 

be floating inside of the frame. 

• Foam Core - The material onto which artwork is mounted for framing. This material is 

relatively light and is commonly available in white and black. Though it is quite stiff, it 

cuts easily and is not prone to denting or accidental bending. High quality foam core is 

acid-free and will not yellow the artwork over time. 

• Gesso - This is a glue-chalk primer which is typically applied to surfaces such as canvas 

in preparation for painting. Gesso dries hard and is available for purchase in art supply 

stores. 

• Giclée - A type of high resolution print produced from a special printer. 

• Grade - Mountboard generally come in three broad quality grades. The first is a very 

low grade mat board that can be used for short-term framing projects such school 

projects. The second grade is suitable for artwork that is expected to last 10-20 years. 

Finally, the 3rd grade is suitable for heirloom or precious pieces 

• Guild commended framer (GCF) - The certification from the industries governing body 

(Fine Art Trade Guild) which displays a level of framing competence. 

• Inset Mouldings – A Moulding that can be turned on its side and used as a box frame 

showing a small narrow front. 

• Linen Liner - This is a filler used to create a small air gap between the artwork and the 

glass when matting is not used. Most of the time the linen liners are a neutral or white 

fabric material. They are very commonly used in framing oil paintings. 

• Mat - An American term for the equivalent mount. 



	
• Mount - A piece of material with an aperture to allow the artwork to be seen through 

the middle. Can come in various styles including double, single and v-groove. 

• Mounting - The process by which an item is surrounded by mount board. 

• Mountboard - The material used to mount an item. Can vary in quality; museum, 

conservation, white core, cream core and black core. 

• Moulding - The material used for the picture frame its self. This can be wood, 

aluminium or plastic. 

• Offset - This is an industry term which refers to the amount of length which is 

subtracted from the artwork's dimensions (height and width) so that the artwork will 

fit behind a mat. Typically either 1/8" or 1/4" of an inch is used from each side. 

• Passe Partout – European name for mountboard. 

• Profile - The curves and design of a frame. A picture frame's profile includes the height, 

• width and rebate (channel on the frame's underside in which the materials sit), and 

come in a variety of shapes and sizes. 

• Rebate - The lip/depth of the picture frame in mm. 

• Restoration - The process of replenishing the look, feel and character of a distressed 

item. 

• Self Adhesive Board - The board which allows you to stick your artwork to allow you to 

easily position it once inside the frame. 

• Shadow Box - This is a framing technique in which three dimensional objects are 

framed. We have seen objects ranging from ballet shoes to golf balls framed in shadow 

boxes. 

• Spacers - A product used to give the illusion that the item is sitting away from the front 

of the frame. 

• Strut Backs - The boards which have a tail to allow for desk standing picture frames. 


